Summer 2016 – Calling All Nature Lovers
Summer is here.  It’s time to get outside and volunteer!  Opportunities abound in gardens, street fairs and festivals in New York City. Stay cool, use sunscreen and bug spray, have fun and make a difference!
Battery Dance Company
Battery Dance Festival (8/14 – 8/20)

For the Festival, volunteers are needed for set-up, hosting and greeting, working with performers leading to the closing event on August 20.

Call Natalia Mesa, 212-219-3910 or email Natalia@batterydance.org
Governors Island Alliance

Take a short ferry ride from Brooklyn or lower Manhattan to volunteer at Governors Island.

Island Ambassadors staff information tables and greet Manhattan and Brooklyn visitors. They manage GIA merchandise and help with volunteer check in and task distribution.  

Governors Gardeners work under the shady canopy of the historic northern part of the island to restore its 19th century residential gardens to their former glory.  Tasks include cultivating soil by hand, pruning ornamental trees and shrubs, and planting Victory Gardens.
Volunteers donate at least 4 hours of their time one day a week, for ten weeks between March and October.  You must be at least 18 years old and able to perform moderate physical outdoor activity.  The requirements are simple: 1) a love of nature and 2) gardening experience is a plus.

Sign up online at www.governorsislandalliance.org/volunteer
Central Park Conservancy
Central Park is the most frequently visited urban park in the United States.  
Greeters work with a partner or alone in designated areas of the park greeting visitors, giving directions, answering park-related questions, providing information about upcoming events, and teaching good park stewardship or supporting conservancy staff at one of the Visitor Centers.

Tour Guides lead public and custom walking tours throughout the park; they help visitors discover Central Park’s history, ecology, and design.

All positions require some prior knowledge of the Park and completion of mandatory training which includes a group interview, several classroom sessions, and multiple one-on-one mentoring shifts in the Park with experienced volunteers.  Tour Guides must complete the mandatory training and volunteer as a Greeter for a minimum of six months prior to being considered for the Tour Guide program.
Call the Volunteer Hotline 212 360-2751 or sign up at www.centralparknyc.org/support/volunteer
Prospect Park Alliance
Volunteers are active in Prospect Park from April to November, and contribute to its well-being through a range of landscape and horticultural projects.  The Alliance offers a variety of volunteer opportunities for individuals, groups, the young, and families. 

In addition to pitching in with outdoor projects, volunteers collaborate with staff and assist with educational programs, special events, program development and administrative work. 
 For more information call 718 287-3400 x2 or visit www.prospectpark.org/volunteer
Dyckman Farmhouse Museum
The Dyckman Farmhouse Museum is located in a small park at the corner of Broadway and 204th Street.  The Dutch Colonial Style farmhouse was built on this site circa 1785 and it opened as a museum in 1916.  The museum has two volunteer programs: Education and Gardening

Garden Volunteers help plant and weed as well as participate in special projects.

Education Volunteers design, facilitate, teach and help run programs as well as greet visitors and work on any number of projects.
Contact Naiomy Rodriguez 212 304-9422 or naiomy.rodriguez@parks.nyc.gov

Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter (NCS)
The NCS mission is to prevent and ultimately end homelessness. It assists individuals in their journey to independent living through counseling and treatment, educational and vocational training.  
The Roof-Garden Volunteer creates opportunities to engage and share experiences related to gardening with the residents at the Bronx location by organizing the selection of items for planting and assisting with garden cultivation.  This could be a great activity for anyone interested in gardening.  The volunteer should be prepared to commit 3 to 4 hours per day for two to three days in the Bronx.  If you are interested, contact Prema Menon 212-537-5080.
Summer Streets – an iconic New York City event - August 6, 13, & 20, mornings
NYC streets from the Brooklyn Bridge to Central Park along Park Avenue and connecting streets will be temporarily closed to motor vehicles and open for the public to walk, skate, bike, run, play, climb and even zip line!
The celebration features free fitness classes, family-fun activities, live music and tasty treats.

Volunteers are needed to assist with marshalling the route, directing participants and helping thousands of New Yorkers enjoy Summer Streets.  Shifts: 6:00-1:00, 6:00-10:30, 9:30-1:30
For more info and to sign up go to www.nyc.gov/summerstreets and click Get Involved!
